A simplified in vitro preparation of the corpus cavernosum as a tool for investigating erectile pharmacology in the rat.
This work describes a simple technique for the assessment of corpus cavernosum function in a species, the rat, representing a convenient model for basic research. We obtained measurable and reproducible responses to different pharmacological agents as well as to electrical field stimulation. In view of the present results we conclude that isolation of the erectile tissue together with the septum may constitute a valuable experimental tool for investigating both local erectile mechanisms and the action of drugs, in the rat corpus cavernosum. Data obtained in the presence of N-nitro-L-arginine and methylene blue further reinforce the concept that nitric oxide may be involved in the process of erection in the rats as well as in other animal species.